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Ferns Brit. Ind. 354, t. 200, 1883). J. Smith (Hist. 
Fil. 100, 1875) considered it as a Colysis Presl. 
Diels (Eng. Jahrb. 29 : 203, 1901), Christ (Bull. 
Acad. Geogr. Bot. Mans. 210, 1902) and Christensen 
(Ind, Fil. 553, 1906) regarded it to be a Polypodium 
Linn. Ching (Bull. Fan. Mem. Inst. Biol. 4 : 110, 
1933) included it under Meocheiropteris Christ but 
later he (Fan, Mem., Inst. Biol. 10 : 14, 1940) 
included it in his new genus Neolepisorus Ching. 
Koidzumi (Act. Phytotax. Geobot. 5 : 50, 1936) 
and Mehra & Bir [Res. Bull. Panjab Univ. (n. s.) 
15 : 175, 1964] treated it as a Microsorum Link. 
Recently Bir & Trikha (Bull. Bot. Surv. India 
10 t 137, 1969) rightly emphasised that its position 
is under^ the genus Microsorum. They considered 
that the correct name of the taxon is Microsorum 
phyllomanes (Christ) Koidz. (Act. Phytotax. Geobot. 
5 t 50, 1936). This is not in accordance with Art. 72. 

The earliest valid name for the species is Polypodium 
ovatum Wall, ex Hook, et Grev. (Icon. Fil. t. 41, 


1827). This name is illegitimate being a later 
homonym of Polypodium ovatum Burm. (FI. Ind. 233, 
1768). When Presl placed the taxon in Phymatodes 
he called it Phymatodes ovata Presl (Tent. 197, 1836). 
The epithet ovata is here treated as new (Art. 72, 
Mota). The name Microsorum phyllomanes (Christ) 
Koidz. is based on Polypodium phyllomanes Christ 
(Bull. Acad. Geogr. Bot. Mans. 210, 1902). The 
epithet phyllomanes is preoccupied by ovata and hence 
a new combination becomes necessary, 

Microsorum ovatum (Presl) N, C. Nair & S. S, R, 

Bennet comb. nov. Polypodium ovatum Wall, ex 
Hook, et Grev. loc. cit. t. 41, 1827 (non Burm. 
1768). Phymatodes ovata Presl loc. cit. 197, 1836. 


N. C. Nair ang S. S. R. Bennet 

Botanical Survey of India, Calcutta 


SOME INTERESTING POLYGONUMS FROM GORAKHPUR 


The authors have, recently, collected about 12 
species of Polygonum Linn* from Gorakhpur, of which 
the following three species have turned to be new 
records for Upper Gangetic Plain. 

Polygonum minus Huds. FI. Angl. (ed. 1) 148, 

1762; Hook. f. FI. Brit* India 5 : 36, 1886. 

A decumbent herb, with slender leafy stems often 
rooting at base* Leaves 2-8 X 0.7-1.5 cm, lanceolate 
to linear, short-petiolate* Ocreae 5-10 mm long, 
tubular, pubescent and ciliate* Flowers small, white, 
in terminal or axillary cylindrical 1-3 cm long spikes. 
Bracts ciliolate. Achenes 1-2 mm long, equal to the 
perianth at maturity, brown or black, shining, 
biconvex. 

Distribution: Ceylon, Madras, Bengal, Nepal, 
Kumaon and Kashmir. 

Field note: Fairly common in marshy or water¬ 
logged places along nullahs, ponds and ditches, 
often in association with Polygonum hydropiper Linn. 

Flowers and Fruits: January-April; M, 0. Siddiqui 22* 

P. persicaria Linm Sp* PI 361, 1753 ; Hook. 

f. FI. Brit. India 5 ; 35, 1886. 

A glabrous or puberulous suffruticose herb, with 
ascending or erect branches. Leaves 4-10x0.6-1*7 
cm, lanceolate, sub-sessile, usually with a dark- 


brown spot in the centre. Ocreae cylindrical, short¬ 
er long-ciliate. Flowers pink or reddish, 2-4 mm 
long, slightly exserted, in cylindrical terminal spikes. 
Bracts ciliolate. Achenes 1,5-3 X 1.5-3 mm, tri¬ 
angular, rarely lenticular, smooth, shining. 

Distribution: Punjab, Hazara, Afghanistan, China 
and Indochina. 

Field note: Rare, found in sporadic clumps in 
open depressed areas along Tura nala in Ramgarh 
forest. The dark spots on the leaves are charac¬ 
teristic. 

Flowers and Fruits: October-December; M. 0. 
Siddiqui 617. 

P* pulchrum Bl. Bijdr. 530, 1826; Graham 

in FI. Trop. East Afr. (Polygonaceae) : 20, 

1958* 

P* tomentosum Willd. Sp. PI. 2:447, 1799; Hook. f. 
FI. Brit. India 5:30, 1886. 

An erect, pubescent or glabrous undershrub, 
0.3-1.5 m tall. Leaves 7-15 x 1.3-3 cm, lanceolate 
or ovate-lanceolate, acuminate, short-petiolate, silky- 
tomentose beneath, pubescent above. Ocreae 
tubular, truncate, striate, pubescent, densely silky 
at the top* Flowers white, in terminal paniculate 
racemes. Pedicels jointed. Bracts obovate or orbi- 



SliORT COMMuNiCAnONS : BULL. BOX. SURV. INDIA VOL. I I (3 & 4), 1969 


433 


cular, strigose, ciliate. Perianth 2.5-3 mm long, 
Achenes 2-3.5 x 2-3.5 mm, black, shining, biconvex. 

Distribution: Bengal, Assam, Bombay, Mysore, 
Madras and Ceylon. 

Field note: Frequent in the area, being found along 
the embankements of rivers and nullahs, in 
association with Arundo donax Linn. 

Flowers and Fruits: November-May; M. 0. Siddiqui 
983. 
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eskemukerjea malick et sengupta—a new genus of polygonaceae 

FROM NEPAL HIMALAYA 


Eskemiikeijea Malick et Sengupta, gen, nov. 
Genus Pteroxygono arete affine, sed inflorescentiis 
paniculato-cymosis, pedicello fructifero nonala- 
to, styli liberi, fructibus oblongis trialatisque differt. 
Herbae volubiles vel scandentes. Folia petio- 
lata, alterna, simplicia, integra, ocreis nontubu- 
losis. Inflorescentia axillaris vel terminalis, cymoso- 
paniculata. Flores hermophroditi, pedicellati, fas- 
ciculati in axillis scariosis bracteis. Tepala sub- 
aequalia, uniseriata, quincunciata, alba, persis- 
tentia. Stamina 8, discii affixa, lobis glandulifor- 
mibus alterna ; antheris bithecis, loculis parallelis. 
Ovarium trigonum, uniloculare ; ovulum unicum a 
basi depositum; styli 3, liberi, stigmatibus capitatis. 
Mix oblonga, 3-gona trialata, tepala persistentia 
vel nonaccrescentia. 

Eskemukeijea nepalensis Malick et Sengupta, 
sp, nov. 

Herbae tenues, volubiles, Caulis fistulosus, sub- 
teretis, striatus, in sicco griseobrunneus, in parti- 
bus canaliculis puberulus, ceterum glaber. Folia 
alterna, simplicia, petiolata ; petiolis tenuissimi- 
bus, 0.3-3.5 (rarius 4) cm longis, supra canaliculatis, 
puberulis, infra glabris • lamina 2-6 X 1-3 cm, 
late ovata vel triangularia, profunde cordata ad 
basin, acuminata ad apicem, ciliata ad margines, 
membranaceo-coriacea, supra glabra, subtus ad 
neryos parce pubescentia, penninervia, nervis supra 
indistinctis, subtus prominentibus, nervis laterali- 
bus 4-6 jugis, nervis basalibus 5-7, auriculis late oblo¬ 
ngis vel ovoideis, obtusis 1-1.5 cm longis, stipulis 
scariosis, in ocream obliquam connatis, Inflorescen- 
iia terminalis vel axillaris, pniculata, puberula. 
Flores hermophroditi, 3-5 mm longi, fasciculis 4-5 
floribus ; bracteae ovatae, acutae, glabrae ; brac- 
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teolae ovato-acutae, breviores, glabrae; pedicellus 
1-1.3 cm longus, glaber, supra medium articulatis, 
Perianthum 5-partitum, 3.5-5 mm longum, album, 
segmentis ad basin connatis, 2.5-3.5 mm longis, 
oblongis vel obovatis, obtusis, trinervis. Stamina 
8, prope basin perianthii affixa, glandulis alterna, 
filamentis 1.5-2.5 mm longis. linearibus, glabris ; 
antheris 0.7-0.8 mm longis, oblongis. Ovarium 3- 
gonum, 1.5-2 mm longum, glabrum ; styli 3, 
a basi liberi, lineares, glabri, 0.8-1 mm longi, stig¬ 
matibus capitatis. Mux 3-gona, late alata, oblonga, 
1 cm longa, angulis oblongis, integris, glabris, tenui- 
ter coriaceis, 4-4,5 mm longis. Pedunculi fructi- 
feri 1.4-1.5 cm longi, 

Holotypus lectus a Jumla, in statu Nepal, alt 
c. 3000 m., Sept. 1963, Itoh & Rajbhandari 1175, 
positus in CAL* 

Eskemukeijea Malick et Sengupta, gen. nov. 

Scandentortwining herbs. £ga»^^petiolate, alternate, 
simple, entire ; stipules ochreaceous, non-tubular. 
Inflorescences axillary and terminal, cymose panicles. 
Flowers bisexual, pedicelled, fascicled in the axils 
of scarious bracts. Tepals 5, subequal, 1-seriate, 
quincuncial, whitish, unchanged after anthesis. 
Stamens 8, inserted and alternate with glandular 
disc-lobes ; anthers 2-thecous, with parallel lobes ; 
ovary trigonous, 1-celled with 1 basal ovule ; styles 
3, free ; stigmas capitate. Fruit 3-gonous, 3-alate, 
longer than perigone, oblong, with persistent non- 
accrescent tepals at base. 

Type species : Eskemukerjea nepalensis Malick et 
Sengupta. 

Closely resembles the rare N. Chinese genus 
Pteroxygonum Damm. et Diels, but markedly differs 
from it by paniculate cymose inflorescences, non- 








